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Full	abstract	(100	words):	

The	memory	of	German	Emperor	Frederick	III	(1831‐1888),	the	famously	liberal	son‐in‐
law	of	Queen	Victoria	and	Prince	Albert,	has	long	been	dominated	by	a	wistful	notion	of	
‘if	only.’	–	If	only	he	had	lived	longer,	Germany	would	have	turned	into	a	kindly	and	
anglophile	Dr	Jekyll	instead	of	the	illiberal,	militarist	and	aggressive	Mr	Hyde	whose	
impact	on	the	20th	century	was	so	very	calamitous.	Challenging	this	view,	this	lecture	
reconstructs	the	divergent	popular	images	of	Frederick	in	Imperial	Germany	and	points	
to	important	aspects	of	Frederick's	political	beliefs	which	locate	him	firmly	within	the	
context	of	the	Hohenzollern	monarchy.	

Short	abstract	(50	words):	

Had	Frederick	III	(1831‐1888),	the	famous	German	Emperor	and	Anglophile,	lived	into	
his	eighties,	rather	than	dying	prematurely	at	age	57,	would	20th‐century	European	
history	have	taken	a	different,	more	benign,	turn?	This	lecture	explores	the	divergent	
popular	images	of	Frederick	III	and	his	proper	place	in	the	history	books.	
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