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Louis Antoine de Bourbon, Duc d’Angouléme :

The loyal Dauphin E
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On 2 August 1830 the heir to the throne of France, Prince Louis Antoine de Bourbon, Duc
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turmoil and the people on the barricades. The royal family had fled from the dramatic

events of the July revolution to the Chateau de Rambouillet. Here, on the outskirts of the

capital, King Charles X signed his declaratiasf abdication in favour of his grandson, the

nine-year-old Henri de Bourbon, Duc de Bordeaux.

Louis Antoine de Bourbon, Duc d’Angouléme,

engraving, c. 1827
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Louis Antoine is said tchave hesitated for

twenty solid minutes, during which his wife

begged him not to countersign the declaration.

In the end, Louis Antoine officially abandoned
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sacrifice of handing over his rights of

succession to ahild was supposed to provide
the dynasty with a fresh, innocent and hence generally acceptable alternative to the
generations which had fallen from grace. In spite of all of this, the elder branch of the

Bourbon dynasty never successfully reclaimed powen France.
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after roughly twenty minutes as King Louis XIX; the prince has left no personal account

of the events. The question is nevertheless worth asking, since iee Louis Antoine

x] Ol A EAOGA AAAT OEA 1T AOETI 060 AEI EAA AO +EI C #
1


http://heirstothethrone-project.net/wp-content/uploads/2016/05/Angouleme_1.jpg

HEIR OF THE MONTH: APRIL 2016

the dauphin was a respectable man of 55 years. His marriage had produced no children,

but he was devoted to his wife and his nephew, and it is likelyemever had a mistress.

The prince lived a quiet life far from scandal; his reputation had not been compromised
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1815.

As a military leader, Louis Antoine had fought actudattles and shown some bravery.

He was neither sick nor an imbecile, even though some of his contemporaries (as well as
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mind you, the biological gamble of hereditay monarchy had produced many heirs to the

throne one would consider less equal to the task. Louis Antoine might not have been a

Prince Charming, which certainly contributed to his dilemma, but the real reason why

the last dauphin of France
voluntarily opted out of the

responsibilities of a future ruler

with his family.

‘La Famille Royale’. The French Royal
Family around 1822 (by Gautier).

The Duc d’Angouléme is standing on

the right, together with his brother
the Duc de Berry, who died in 1820 e

According to Chateaubriand who, many years later, paid the Bourbon dynasty his
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complained bitterly that he had signed the abdication of Rambouillet against his better

judgment and merely in order to obey his fatherlt seems that the royal heir to one of

the most powerful thrones in Europe had been trapped for years between conflicting

claims of obligations towards his family and his own political sentiment. According to
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grown inferiority complex. It seems hardly realistic that a loyal, obedient prince should

overcome his deepseated frustration against the backdrop of a lifehreatening
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understandably, if unheroically, the dauphin once more did as he was told and denied

his dynastic right of successin.

4EA Al AAOGO O11 1T & OEA #1711 OA Ad! OOT EOh xEIT xA
France, was welcomed into the elegant world of the court of Versailles as a grandchild of

France and possible successor to the throne on 6 August 1775, when the rogauple
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of five, was placed in the hands of his governor, the Marquis de Sérent, who supervised a

phalanx of three spiritual preceptors, two subgovernors and four nstitutors. Sérent

educated the prince and his younger brother, Charles Ferdinand de Bourbon, Duc de

Berry (1778-1820), at the Chateau de Beauregard. By doing so the governor created a

visible and deliberate distance to the royal court at Versailles, whel®@ EA AT UO8 [ AOO!L

father enjoyed the company of the fashionable set of Paris and indulged in the pleasures

of gambling and adultery.

The Duc d’Angouléme in military uniform in 1796.

Portrait by Henri-Pierre Danloux

The Revolution of 1789 abruptly ended the

sheltered childhood at Beauregard and threw

the fourteen-year-old Louis Antoine into the

vicissitudes of long years of exile. It also

opened up the unusual path of a military

career for the two royal princes. Angouléme

and Berry underwent training at the royal

artillery school in Turin, where they had been

invited to stay with the King of Sardinia. They

served in the ranks and earned their
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footsteps of their father and lead arémigré army into battle. In the end, both sons of the
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April 1800, Louis Antoine took @mmand of a Bavarian cavalry regiment and fought in

the Battle of Hohenlinden. His position as a French refugee prince, caught between

power struggles on the continent, prevented him from further military engagements,
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though: He spent more than ten yearsii England, waiting impatiently for an opportunity

to join the fight against Napoleon.

Among fellow soldiers Prince Louis Antoine certainly felt accepted and, as a junior

member of a once mighty ruling dynasty, capable of shaping his own destiny at least to

some extent. The military career opened up some opportunities to prove himself, to earn
recognition on the battlefield rather than at the Bourbon exile courts, where others

constantly outshone him. The young Louis Antoine apparently was a decent, very shy

lad, always thoughtful, lacking the easy manners of his charismatic and handsome father
#EAOI AO A6! OOTEO AT A OEA AAOAEZOAA AOOEOOAA i
ATl 1T OAiI pT OAOU Ai 1 OEAAOAA OEA AAOI O ,ABPEDSG!'T OI
I Oh AO #EAOI AO AA 211 OOAO pOO EO ET EEO 1 Afl1
1l EOOAT O xEOE AOOAT OEI T h EA xEOEAO O1 1 AAOT O
benevolence, the shar®OT T COAA $OAEAOO Ad! AOAT OAO DPOAEAOC
AG! T CROIBOIROO OEAT A [ AT h voladEtgi Ch A EOSI AT Al

To be fair, this human envelope quite successfully assisted with theinstallation of the
Bourbon reign in France after the downfall of the Napoleonic Empire. In 1814 Louis
Antoine finally joined the British invasion of France, and his entry into the city of
Bordeaux on 12 March, on the heels of a small corps of BritishdaRortuguese soldiers
under the command of General Beresford, marked the beginning of the Bourbon
restoration. The population acclaimed and welcomed the prince, and his presence

helped win local support for the Bourbon King Louis XVIII.
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learned z apparently in the middle of a ballz that Napoleon had returned from his exile

on the island of Elba. Following orders from his uncle the king, Louis Antoine

commanded the royalist armyin the southern Rhone river valley, but was unable to
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‘L’Enjambée Impériale’, print, 1815.
The Duc and Duchesse d’Angouléme
stand by and watch how it takes
Napoleon Bonaparte but a single step
from Elba to France (Source: Gallica,

BNF)
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successfully commanded a French corps sent into Spain to help reinstall the hapless

King Ferdinand VIlonthethrd A8 ! T CT1 01 81 A6 O O( O1 AOAA 4ET OOA
fought victoriously in the Battle of Trocadéro; Louis Antoine was awarded the title
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The military service created a niche and some occuganh for the prince who otherwise
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once Bourbon reign had been renewed in France. It seems fairdmyue that his minor

position within the dynasty z where he was dominatedby his father, his uncle and to

some extent by his wifez as well as his own passivity prevented Louis Antoine from

developing anything resembling selHesteem.

Between 1814 and 1824, during the reign of King Louis XVIII, France became a

constitutional monarchy that was based on the Charter of 1814. Louis Antoine, second in
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constitutional project. On 16 March 1815, all princes of the Royal House swore an oath
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return to power for a hundred days in summer 1815, Louis XVIII decided to renew the

oath during the first royal session of parliament on 7 October 1815. Following his
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opening speech, Louis Antoine and the other princes stepped forward individually and
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Other than his father, the fiercely conservative heir to the throne, Louis Antoine actually

meant what he said. However, in the stormy first years of &rT A A 5-81HT OO
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The prince was a blank sheet for supporters of the constitution as well as its enemies, so

he ended up being considered too liberal for the political ght and too conservative for

support from the moderate left. Louis Antoine did not show the initiative to carve out his

own political identity. Whoever
tried to use him as a pawn between
his father and his unclez who
disagreed on many things, perhaps
most of all the role of the monarch
within a constitutional systemz
found the prince too passive to
actually become an asset for

political opposition.

This caricature ridicules the
relationship between father and son:

the Duc d’Angouléme is wearing a

uniform; still he remains a child on his

father’s knee (Source: Gallica, BNF) il i fiolt, fioloon: ol St vl ot Cocacltn frar s fol loes
l C/famw.n%, /{él aZﬂ o vouh aa/t::./té /maiax, /ar /{

4EA POET AA8O AAOAEOI T U EAPO OAOAOOAR EEO OEI
became even morebvious when Louis XVIII passed away in 1824 and his brother
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of the late king had always appeared to his successor to be a fatalistic acceptance of the
philosophical and revolutionary doctrines of the eighteenth century which had brought

the monarchy to ruin. When Charles X embarked on a mission to bring the Bourbon

dynasty back to its true (that is preconstitutional) glory, his eldest son did nothing to
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convince himotherwise. Without raising any objections, the dauphin supported the
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traditional site of consecration for French kings invoked strong and, to many

contemporaries, completly outdatedz memories of the ancient regime.

Francois Gérard:
Coronation of Charles X
(1827). Detail: The King
embraces his son and

successor, the Duc

d’Angouléme

By contributing to the

efforts of reviving an

old Bourbon glory, the

dauphin not only
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wishes, but also

showed loyalty to his cousin and wife, Marie Thérese de Bourbon, Duchess of
Angouléme.Madame Royalgas she was known, was born inérsailles in 1778, the only
daughter of King Louis XVI and Queen Marie Antoinette. As a teenager she endured more
than three years of imprisonment at the Temple fortress (17925). The only member of

the immediate royal family to survive the terror of theFrench Revolution, she married

her cousin Louis Antoine in exile in 1799.

Marie Thérese was revered in legitimist circles as the embodiment of the old regime, but

she was not a winning personality. Captivity and the terror she had experienced in her

early years had left her hardedged and fearless; she was respected, but not loved. She
remained forever bitter about the events of the French Revolution, and her husband

silently accepted that she never warmed to the constitutional idea. Add to this that the
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completely lacked the elegance and ease that might have helped to endear them to large

sections of the French people. The cherishing of an absolutist past, which was embraced
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by both Marie Thérese and the king, failed to

create public support for the cause of a
modernised, nineteenthcentury Bourbon

monarchy z and for the heir to the throne.

Antoine-Jean Gros: Marie Théreése Charlotte de

France, Duchesse d’Angouléme, 1816

Between 1824 and 1830, the Duc
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uncomfortable situation, which means that
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The dauphin was instdled as a member of

the state council and the senate. Granting

the prince access to these ministerial bodies was hardly an act of support or
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Antoine kept a low profle. When he was given a task or a mission by the king, he fulfilled
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The prince considered open opposition to the king not a suitable occupation for the heir

to a constitutional monarchy. Looking at the severe damage to the dynasty caused by his
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political opposition seems quite understandable. On the other hand, the dauphin clearly
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Sundays the meetings were at the palace, where the king presided and the Dauphin
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note in pencil the transfer of[military] assignments, the list of which the minister of war,

after going over these notations, would make up and resubmit to him. Otherwise the
Dauphin took very little part in the discussions, hardly ever broke into them except to

make some brief remarls, and too often introducing them with some such apologetic
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Notwithstanding his widely deplored lack of enthusiasm in the field of politics, the

AAOPEET OAI AETAA A AARAAEAAOAA 1T EIEOAOU 1 AAAAO
regime. On 29 July 1830, when Paris was on the barricades, Louis Antoine was

appointed supreme commander of the royal troops. It seems Charles X relied on his
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the king and his dynasty. Angouléme was all in favour of mobilizing the army and
crushing the uprisingET 0 AOEOh A@Al AET ET ¢ ET OEA OAOOEI I
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(monter a cheval and make a difference on the territory he was familiar witly military

engagement.

However, all hope of conquering Paris was lost two days later, when large parts of the

OAi AETET ¢ O UAT OO01TT1TBDO OAEOOAA O EECEO AT A
seized to begeneralissimusalmost at the same moment when he lost his position as

dauphin. On his way to England, facing a new exile, Angouléme is reported to have said:
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Henri d’Artois, Duc de Bordeaux,
inspects the royal guard at

- Rambouillet on 2 August 1830
N ¢ (Musée de la Legion d'Honneur /

- Wikipedia)

On 24 August 1830, the dethroned King Charles X signed the Declaration of Lulworth,
England. The statement revoked the appointmentof Lo EET EDPA Ad/ Ol 1 AT O

temporary lieutenant general of the kingdom and declared the Duc de Bordex to be
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pronounced as King Henry V, as soon as the boy would reach majority at the age of 14 on
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refused to sign the document against his better judgment. His action causgreat

insecurity among the supporters of the legitimist cause as to who was now to be
considered the rightful pretender. The declaration split the defenders of the exiled
Bourbon dynasty in quarrelling fractions around the former king (Carlists), the daphin

(Dauphinists) and his nephew Bordeaux (Henriquists).

The last dauphin of France had missed out on the opportunity to gather troops around
Bordeaux and conquer Paris while it was still in turmoil. Louis Antoine aka Louis XIX
would never lead troops aga. A loyal servant to his dynasty, he dedicated the rest of his
life in exile, where he died in 1844, to the intellectual and moral education of his

nephew, the Duc de Bordeaux.
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